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Bad medicine led
to deaths

By PETER KORN

The Tribune

A toxic drug that was 10 times

as potent as labeled, sent to a Port-

land clinic by a Texas supplier,

was responsible for the recent

deaths of a Portlander and a

Washington state resident, offi-

cials said Wednesday.

State officials are investigating

whether the drug caused the death of

a third person, also a Portlander.

In addition, state and federal public

health authorities are looking into

whether any improperly mixed drugs

still are being prescribed to patients

around the country.

The supplier, according to experts,

has largely escaped the oversight and

inspection afforded typical drug man-

ufacturers.
“We’ve got a shadow drug industry

that operates in this country with lit-

tle or no regulatory oversight that

leaves patients potentially at risk of

needless harm,” said Larry Sasich, an

Erie, Pa., pharmacist who is a con-

sultant for the nonprofit Public Citi-

zen watchdog group.

In addition, the drug that is thought

to be responsible for the deaths may

have been sold in Oregon illegally.

Last week, the Oregon Poison Cen-

ter at Oregon Health & Science Uni-

versity sent a warning to the state’s

naturopaths about use of the drug

colchicine, which was discovered as a

■ Texas firm
that supplied
fatal drug to
Portland
clinic escaped

FDA oversight

See DRUG / Page 5

Mayor
awaits
charter
results

By NICK BUDNICK

The Tribune

Ballots hit voters’ mailbox-

es this weekend, meaning

that Mayor Tom Potter soon

will find out whether Port-

land is to be transformed into

a strong-mayor system at City

Hall.
But as the clock winds down

to the May 15 vote, Potter main-

tains that he won’t take the re-

sults personally — or let the re-

sults affect whether he runs for

re-election next year.

“When people say, ‘This is

about Potter’s reputation’ —

that’s not important to me,” he

told the Portland Tribune this

week.
The mayor probably is right

to not worry too much. Though

this campaign has the potential

to be historic for Portland, it

does not seem to have regis-

tered for most voters. Potter

knows this all too well — he

walked neighborhoods to ask

people to plant neon green “Re-

form City Hall” lawn signs.

“I would say that most people

aren’t aware of these issues,” he

said. “I was walking in high-

turnout neighborhoods and

there was a low percentage of

folks that were aware of this

campaign.”
Commissioner Erik Sten, who

opposes the measure, agreed.

“I’m not hearing people talk

about it a whole lot,” he said.

“The robust public debate the

Charter Review Commission

predicted has not materialized.”

As ballots go out, Potter

says vote won’t play

into re-election decision

See CHARTER / Page 3

L
ike most actions she

took in her tenure

here, Portland

Schools Superinten-

dent Vicki Phillips’ sudden

resignation this week doesn’t

come without controversy.

After Phillips announced

Wednesday that she would step

down to accept a

job as director of

education with the

Bill & Melinda

Gates Foundation

in Seattle — which

she called the “op-

portunity of a life-

time” — members

of the Portland

school board ex-

pressed their grat-

itude in working

with her and reas-

sured citizens the

district is in a far

better place than

three years ago because of her

leadership.
Others, including some of

her harshest critics, faulted

Phillips for

climbing the

career ladder

while leaving

so many re-

forms in

midair.
“I think

when you

come to a community and pro-

pose and implement the kind of

changes she’s decided to do

here and then don’t have the

wherewithal to stick around

and make sure the dramatic

changes are going to work, to

me is just shameful,” said

Brock Lower, a parent at Rose

City Park Elementary, which

will close this fall and merge

with Gregory Heights Middle

School to become a K-8 school.

“You owe something to the

community other than your

job.”
The closures of three neigh-

borhood schools and full merger

of others to K-8 configurations

See PHILLIPS / Page 2

STORY BY 

JENNIFER 
ANDERSON

By JIM REDDEN

The Tribune

As the founder of the whites-

only European Kindred prison

gang, David Patrick Kennedy

has a reputation as a violent

racist who commands respect

from fellow criminals. But

Monday afternoon, Kennedy

told more than 100 Madison

High School students that he is

not proud of his life and that

no one should look up to him.

“I’ve had to step back and ask

myself, ‘Why am I getting

nowhere with my beliefs, even

though I’ve got the EK behind

me?’ ” Kennedy, a convicted felon

who has served more than nine

years in the Oregon prison sys-

tem, told five classes that gath-

ered in the school’s library.

Kennedy is questioning his life

as part of a residential drug ad-

diction treatment program he en-

tered three months ago. The pro-

gram is run by Volunteers of

America Oregon, the state chap-

ter of one of the largest nonprofit

social service organizations in the

country. The school trip was

arranged by Greg Stone, the di-

rector of the Men’s Residential

Center where Kennedy now is liv-

ing.
After serving as the center’s di-

rector for around 17 years, Stone

said he knows that Kennedy

could easily backslide and wind

up doing drugs and committing

crimes again. But Stone is so im-

pressed with Kennedy’s current

efforts to turn his life around that

he has brought him to speak at

several Portland schools over the

past two months.

Not only is Kennedy working to

learn how to live a crime-free life,

Stone says, he is getting along

well with the blacks and Hispan-

ics at the center.

“David is doing very well, even

though his background is more

hard-core than many of our other

clients’,” Stone said.

Madison teacher Matt Sten

agrees. Sten (the brother of city

Commissioner Erik Sten)

arranged Monday’s talks and a

previous appearance by Kennedy

Gang founder finds

new motivations in

treatment program

TRIBUNE PHOTO: JIM CLARK

David Patrick Kennedy (middle), who founded a whites-only gang while he was in prison, now is speaking

about his experiences to students at Madison High School, where he also ran into his fifth-grade teacher

(right), a woman he once put in a headlock.

See GANG / Page 6

EK behind, OK ahead?

■ Despite praise for

accomplishments, many 

say superintendent’s exit

has left them in the lurch

“We have so

many balls in the

air right now. 

I wonder what’s

going to happen.

… Are we going

to languish?”
— Robin Corrigan,

Cleveland High School
parent

SOUND
OFF
■ Comment on this

and other stories 

at www.portland

tribune.com or

www.localnews

daily.com.

TRIBUNE PHOTOS: JIM CLARK

Vicki Phillips’ stint as superintendent was controversial, but even critics give her

high marks for tackling big issues.

PHILLIPS RESIGNATION

WHAT
NOW?

Phillips leaves
her stamp in
three years as

schools boss
2002 –  Vicki Phillips, then head of the Lancaster, Pa., school district, is a 

finalist for the Portland school district’s superintendent vacancy, but withdraws from

consideration. Interim Superintendent Jim Scherzinger gets the permanent job.

April 2004 –  Phillips is named Portland schools superintendent after

Scherzinger retires, leaving her job as Pennsylvania’s education secretary. Her 

Portland salary: $203,000 per year.

February 2005 –  Phillips proposes her first round of school closures in 

a plan that eventually closes five elementary schools and a middle school.

November 2005 –  Phillips and the Portland school district win an 

$8.9 million three-year grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to improve 

district middle and high schools.

April 2006 –  Phillips proposes another round of closures and proposes 

reconfiguring a number of K-5 schools into K-8 schools.

February 2007 –  Opposition swells to Phillips’ plans to standardize much

of the high school and other grade-level curriculum and materials. District commit-

tees have since worked out a consensus on implementing much of the plan.

April 25, 2007 –  Almost three years exactly after she was named superin-

tendent, Phillips announces she is leaving to join the Gates Foundation.

Bad medicine led
to deaths

By PETER KORNBy PETER KORN

The Tribune

A toxic drug that was 10 times

as potent as labeled, sent to a Port-

land clinic by a Texas supplier,

was responsible for the recent

deaths of a Portlander and a

Washington state resident, offi-
Washington state resident, offi-

cials said Wednesday.

State officials are investigating

whether the drug caused the death of

a third person, also a Portlander.

In addition, state and federal public

health authorities are looking into

whether any improperly mixed drugs

still are being prescribed to patients
still are being prescribed to patients

around the country.

The supplier, according to experts,

has largely escaped the oversight and

inspection afforded typical drug man-

ufacturers.
“We’ve got a shadow drug industry

that operates in this country with lit-

tle or no regulatory oversight that
tle or no regulatory oversight that

leaves patients potentially at risk of

needless harm,” said Larry Sasich, an

Erie, Pa., pharmacist who is a con-

sultant for the nonprofit Public Citi-

zen watchdog group.

In addition, the drug that is thought

to be responsible for the deaths may

have been sold in Oregon illegally.
have been sold in Oregon illegally.

Last week, the Oregon Poison Cen-

ter at Oregon Health & Science Uni-

versity sent a warning to the state’s

naturopaths about use of the drug

colchicine, which was discovered as a

Texas firm
that supplied
fatal drug to
Portland
clinic escaped

FDA oversight

See DRUG / Page 5

Mayor
awaits
charter
results

By NICK BUDNICK

The Tribune

Ballots hit voters’ mailbox-

es this weekend, meaning

that Mayor Tom Potter soon

will find out whether Port-

land is to be transformed into

As ballots go out, Potter
As ballots go out, Potter
As ballots go out, Potter

says vote won’t playsays vote won’t play

into re-election decision

■ Despite praise for

accomplishments, many 

say superintendent’s exit

PHILLIPS RESIGNATION

WHAT
NOW?

land is to be transformed into

say superintendent’s exit

$25Per 
Column 
Inch

This special rate includes FREE full color and is offered to Bee 
advertisers who want to advertise in the Portland Tribune.


